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Forms of  slavery exist in most or all countries, but the estimation of  its extent faces numerous difficul-
ties. Most estimates rely on secondary source information for which no measures of  reliability or validity 
exist.  This presentation will begin with the history that has led to this present-day problem of  Modern 
Slavery and, importantly, the difficulties of  obtaining valid and reliable estimates of  its extent world-
wide.  I then focus on methods and other appurtenant data sources that we used to estimate it in the 
U.K., including details of  the data, the inferences that were drawn from it, and the impacts of  the 
results.  I conclude with some reflections on the way the research was disseminated and publicly received 
(with front page reporting in most newspapers) and, more widely, on the role of  scientific advice in the 
UK Government.

About the Presenter: 

Dr Bernard Silverman is currently the Chief  Scientific Adviser to the Home Office of  the United Kingdom. He is a highly cited 
researcher whose work has ranged widely across theoretical and practical aspects of  statistics. He is a past President of  the Royal 
Statistical Society and of  the Institute of  Mathematical Statistics and has served as Chair of  the United Kingdom Mathematics 
Trust and the Joint Mathematical Council of  the United Kingdom.  He is a Fellow of  the Royal Society and of  the Academy of  
Social Sciences. He has been awarded an honorary degree by the University of  St Andrews and is the chair of  the United King-
dom Research Integrity Office and a Council Member of  the Arts and Humanities Research Council. 

More information about Dr. Silverman and his research can be found on his home page: http://www.stats.ox.ac.uk/~silverma/ 
and from this excellent interview: http://www.stats.ox.ac.uk/~silverma/pdf/insidetrackinterview.pdf.

Event Open to Public. Organized by Department of  Statistics, University of  Virginia.

http://www.stats.ox.ac.uk/~silverma/
http://www.stats.ox.ac.uk/~silverma/pdf/insidetrackinterview.pdf
http://www.stats.ox.ac.uk/~silverma/
http://www.stats.ox.ac.uk/~silverma/pdf/insidetrackinterview.pdf

